
Don Levitan is interviewed by The New Bamfielder

How did you end up in Bamfield?

I first visited Bamfield in the summer of 1982 as part of a field trip from a Marine 
Ecology course I took at Friday Harbor  taught by Ken Sebens and Jack Lewis.  Later 
when I finished my Ph.D. in the spring of 1989, Fu-Shiang Chia hired me as his post-
doc.  I had only met him briefly prior to this and he was looking for someone to be based 
out of Bamfield to help supervise his many graduate students who were doing field work 
at BMS.  So I drove up from Delaware, met with Fu-Shiang in Edmonton for a couple 
hours and then drove on to Bamfield for a two-year post-doc (1989-1991).  Most of my 
effort on the postdoc was pursuing some life history research on ascidians, but I 
supplemented this work with continuing the thread of my dissertation having to do with 
sea urchin fertilization success.  During my second postdoc at UC Davis, I returned to 
BMS on one or more occasions to follow up on this work.  This turned out the be the 
most successful aspect of my postdoc and became the subject of my first NSF grant 
which started as I arrived at my job at Florida State University in January 1994.  I 
returned to Bamfield by the end of February 1994 for the spring field season. Since then, 
I have returned each spring, except for perhaps once or twice to continue this research 
program.

You have been doing research here for 28 years. Roughly, how many students/techs have you 
introduced to Bamfield marine station?

For most years I have brought 2-4 graduate students or undergrads to Bamfield.  So 
roughly 50 or so students.

Are you chair of your department at Florida State University?

Yes, I am in the second year of my second three year term.

Any honours you want to share?

I am a fellow of the AAAS

Family enjoy being in Bamfield?

Absolutely.  My son Jeremy was conceived while I was doing my postdoc and my daughter 
Keeha is named after one of the most beautiful beaches in the area.  Chelsie and the family have 
returned with me for almost every field season, now that the kids have grown, they join us for 2-3 
weeks each year to enjoy hiking and participate in the research.  We all view Bamfield as our 
second home.

Your impression of Bamfield?

A completely unique place that fills my soul with happiness.

L. Druehl


